


10.30 am
Following our journeys to the gathering, occasionally marred by mishaps (Dudu and Jean-Lou), we were welcomed under watery sunshine 
breaking through the mist at the entrance to the venue by our kind organisers Florian and Cindy for the coupé line-up.
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And space was needed :   

46 French coupés were soon joined by our friends from Luxembourg, England, Germany, Belgium, and the Netherlands in their 14 coupés.

The record set in Turin was smashed, a great success for the first international meet.

We all had plenty to chat about, some had not seen each other for a long time, laughter and shouts of joy from some, admiration from others 
for the bodywork polished up for the occasion and finally we gave our new banner its first airing for the traditional photo.
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12 noon
!ǘ ƳƛŘŘŀȅ ǿŜ ƳŜǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŜΩǎ ά[Ŝ .ǊƛǉǳŜǘέ όϝύ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƛŜǊǊŜ .!/I9[9¢ ǊƻƻƳΦ

(*) a briquetǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƳŜŀƭέ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ƳƛƴŜǊǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘΦ
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2.30 pm
We set off on a conducted tour of the Mining Museum.

This is the largest historic mining centre in the region, as well as having some of the best facilities. 

For forty years, some thousand miners, eight hundred of which were at the coalface, worked at the Delloye pit, achieving one thousand 
tonnes a day of production. Work in this pit was difficult, with seams rarely reaching one metre. With the seventies came recession for the 
local mining industry known as the Houillères du bassin du Nord / Pas-de-Calais. As with many other the time came to close down the 
Lewarde pit. In 1971, after years of intense activity, the Delloye pithead fell silent.

!ǎ ŦǊƻƳ мфупΣ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǘǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴarea of 300 m². 
The tour hinges on a series of original displays from mines at different periods. This exhibition is housed in one of the formerƳƛƴŜǊǎΩ 
washhouses. 
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We were split up into smaller groups
and the tour started with the άƘŀƴƎƛƴƎέ
room. It servedas a changingroom as
well ashavingshowers.
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We continued via the lamp room, which was managed by 
women. We were told the story of the development of this 
lamp, a symbol of the mining industry, from the start.



We went through the ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎoffice, the bike
shed. Sportingmagnificentyellow helmets,like the
miners used to wear, we took the electric train
whichconveyedusto the pithead.
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9ŀŎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇƛƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ άǿŜƴǘ Řƻǿƴέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀƭŦŀŎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀ прл Ƴ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
shown all facets of extracting coal. Our guide, a former specialist miner, and conveniently placed video screens told us of the 
life and dramas that punctuated the lives of these men, women and children.
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The visit continued through exhibition rooms housing the vast above-ground machinery. 
¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōȅ ƘŀƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΗΗΗ


