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Following our journeys to the gathering, occasionally marred by mishaps (Dudu arAdolgawe were welcomed underatery sunshine
breaking through the mist at the entrance to the venue by our kind organisers Florian and Cindy for the coupé line
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And space was needed
46 French coupés were soon joined by our friends from Luxembourg, England, Germany, Belgium, and the Netherlandsdoubés 14
The record set in Turin was smashed, a great success for the first international.meet
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We all had plenty to chat about, some had not seen each other fo Imime, la% s of somepadmmatithers
for the bodywork polished up for the ocg&sion ﬁnd_fﬁuy we gave‘;r banne i ing for th ‘ oto
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We set off on a conducted tour of thdining Museum

This is the largest historic mining centre in the region, as well as having some of the best facilities.

For forty years, some thousand miners, eight hundred of which were at the coalface, worked at the Delloye pit, achiehiogsamel
tonnes a day of production. Work in this pit was difficult, with seams rarely reaching one metre. With the seventies esswnrier the
local mining industry known as théouilléres du bassin du Nord / R#esCalais As with many other the time came to close down the
Lewardepit. In 1971, after years of intense activity, the Delloye pithead fell silent.
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The tour hinges on a series of original displays from mines at different periods. This exhibition is housed in oneroethé Xoy’ S NBR Q
washhouses.
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We continued via the lamp room, which was managed by
women. We were told the story of the development of this
lamp, a symbol of the mining industry, from the start

We were split up into smaller groups

andthe tour startedwith the d KI y I A y 3 €
room. It servedas a changingroom as
wellashavingshowers
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We went through the Y I y I AdifibEDtle bike
shed Sportingmagnificentyellow helmets, like the
miners used to wear, we took the electric train
whichconveyedusto the pithead
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shown all facets of extracting coal. Our guide, a former specialist miner, and conveniently placed video screens toéd us of t
life and dramas that punctuated the lives of these men, women and children.
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The visit continued through exhibition rooms housing the vast algpeeind machinery.
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